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ARGUMENT.

The story relates the adventure of a young girl, Francesca,
whose father is a fencing master. He has educated her as a boy,
teaching her fencing among other manly accomplishments. She
takes his place as master-at-arms. She loves Fortunio, rightful heir
to the throne of Milan. He believes her to be a boy. When the
usurping duke and his household magician scheme to remove For-
tunio, Francesca accompanies him. Fortunio has been in love with
the young Countess Filippa, while the Marchesa Goldoni, a young
widow, is enamored of the boyish graces of Francesca. The comedy
is supplied by the bankrupt Duke of Milan, who has a private
astrologer to whom such fabulous sums have been paid for horoscopes
that the ducal exchequer is depleted. The Duke has mortgaged his
palace, one room at a time, {o the money lenders of Milan. Subse-
quently the Duke employs a band of Venetian bravos to suppress
Fortunio, the bravos being a regularly organized stock company
conducted in a strictly business-like manner. The first act ends with
the departure of Fortunio and Francesca to Venice on a political
mission.

The second act shows Venice by moonlight, and the finale
represents the historic ceremony of the marriage with the Adriatic,
an elaborate stage pageant, historically accurate, the Bucentaur or
golden barge being an exact copy of the original royal craft. Filippa
is sent to Venice to be married, but Fortunio plans to elope with her
and trusts Francesca with the secret. In her jealousy of Fortunio
Francesca betrays the plan to hisrival, Guido, who carries off Tilippa,
Discovering Francesca’s treachery, Fortunio provokes a duel with
her, wounds the supposed youth, and compels her to reveal her
identity. Fortunio is arrested by the Duke, and is about to Le taken
to a Venetian dungeon when Francesca declares herself to be the
real traitor and is led away in his place.

In the third act Francesca escapes from prison in a woman'’s
dress provided by the Marchesa, who still believes her to be a man.
Filippa gives a fetc at which she is to announce the name of her
future husband. Fortunio has an appointment with her, but Fran-
cesca, provided with a mask and domino like Filippa's, takes the
place of the countess, and learns from Fortunio that he really loves
Francesca and not Filippa. The Duke and Pasquino are driven from
Milan, while Fortunio is restored to the thronc of his ancestors.
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The Fencing - Master.

Comic Opera in 3 Acts.

Libretto by Music by
HARRY B. SMITH. Overture. REGINALD de KOVEN.
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0 2. Duet, Gavotte and Chorus.
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N° 3."The Life of a Rover.”

(Song, Fortunio.

Allegro moderato.
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N?4. Scene, Ensemble and Entrance Song.
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AIlegro giocoso, e vivace.
0.

s Soli Ha! En
opr Soli. - j 5
p iﬂ 3 v)‘ ’ *
- S S—— a— x *
T'/ 14 Jr -
il lay him low, my trai - tor foe!
i '\ I\ H
N N ™ N 1 3
*——% S - — a7 —w— o &
N . . . —
) .
Il lay him low
= s v
- Y —
Ha! —
crese
e > >
= ¥ ————ukg—F—
)8 { 1
T T —
In a du -
T, i .,
1 1 T 1 i T
7 N S———" " " m—
v <+ € . cresc.
\\/‘ ~— - - -
— g uir B
————— p— p— t - -
1 S 1 g il 1T [ 1 1 1
\ b‘ ‘ .) 2 ’Y A 1 1 M

garde! Take that! :
g ff > Gu!o . =
.3 1l | . —— 7
E i e e
U — - — T
Bra- vo! Bra - vo! Bra - vo!
Students. -
\ i I\ > . | — ‘k P >
. . N K - i b Q in’ + e
J - : %’ 1 — —
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Allegro vivace.

(Salute your new Master at Arms.)
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SOP. L.II.
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BASS.
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N¢ 7. Chorus and Entrance.
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N¢ 8. Chorus.

The Duke, Pasquino and Money-Lenders.
€gro mo to. Py
Allegro m de‘ra . TN r f
%‘u —ie s
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Pasquino.

Money-Lenders. (wee'ping with handkerchiefs.) l P ===
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They pit - y  me! They pit - y me! My
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They pit - y you.
They pit - y you.
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loss - es make a to - tal that is hid . eous.
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> — cresc. —
n 1 — < D 0 v O 0 g
S S  a—n ] :
17 1] | T 4 | 4 17 1 1 17 1/ 7 17 L7 L/ 17 1/
J Yy v —v 4 L L ¥ —r—r—r—r—1r—y

loss-es have en-richd the pop-u - la - tion; For I the poorestplayer in cre-
gam- hlmg,though,xs al - most too ex - ten - sive; Fnr gamblingis a lux-u.ry ex-
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l a - tion. Tis true, most true!
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pen - sive. Tis true, e — mnst true!
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They pit- you.
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Clink!Clink! Clink!
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lesswe take,

Our heartswill break;The
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Money- Lenders.
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bis’- ness is bis’-ness, is  bis'—ness you know, you know, yes, you
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That we de.cline to pay.
(Money-Leriders 1ap with their canes as they dance.)
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N°9. Finale 1.

'To vivace.
“Allegro ivace e ————

SOPRANO LI ¢ = =— o —ol—o—3
g teos & & <
Now the Du-cal
Sllos S ———

TENOR. 5 —% B — e —
Ald T | A T
(] Now the Du- cal

- £
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T Y —1 1
Now the Du- cal

Allegro vivace. - ]
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We  im-pa-tient | ly a-wait.
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1l | 4 T T
We im-pa-tient{ ly a-wait.
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We im-pa-tient - ly a-wait.
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clined to raise a din, To shout a cheer and forcc a grm, But that
‘A N A N A A R A \ I\
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clined to din, To force a cheer - ful grm, But that
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Raise a din, force a grin, But that
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cheers he must en- dure For our roy - al Duke's as poor As the
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cheers he’ll be. Our roy - al Duke's as  poor As the
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do so,__ Now that it is  his wed - ding - féte.
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Moderato maestoso
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now bring forth my bon - ny bride,my bride so fair.
i Pasquino. (Entering trom house.) L
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Moderato maestoso.
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My bride has flown - With  one un-known.
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Pin animato.
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cresc. con calore I
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straight we will to Ven-ice go;Count Gui- do we will seek,
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straight we will to Ven - ice go; Count Gui- do we will seek. Yes,
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Fortunio. (Fortunio and Frauncesca enter.)
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N¢ 12.“Ev’ry knight must have a star.”

(

Song, Fortunio.)
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13. Serenade.

The Duke and Chorus.

Allegro moderato.
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N¢ 14. Solo and Chorus.

(Torquato and Bravos.)
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N? 156. The Nightingale and the Rose.
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N? 16. Duet.

Francesca and Fortunio.

Andante con moto.
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N¢ 20. Duet and Chorus.

(The Duke, Pasquino and Bravos.)

Tempo di Bolero.
O T R
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NQ 21. Serenade.

The Marchesa and Cavaliers.
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